Your Kids, 401-K’s and Jean Piaget

By glancing at the title, I’m sure you are a bit confused! And you should be. You see, these three things: Your Kids, 401-K’s, and Jean Piaget (a dead Swiss Educational Psychologist) seemingly have nothing to do with one another. But ah, my friend, they do. So let me get going here!


Your kids are priceless. Many of you have LCD TV’s, nice cars, pool memberships, and $70 hair dos, but your kids should mean more to you than anything. That’s at least a foundational assumption to the way that I do Children’s Ministry. Because your kids are so important to you, you should spend large amounts of time and energy loving them and helping them develop cognitively, socially, and spiritually! 


Here’s where the 401-K part comes in. In order for 401-K’s to be successful, you need to make regular, long term investments (contributions). Your child is the same way. If you want to see them be successful in life (Love for the Lord, Spirit-filled, content), you need to make constant, long-term investments over the course of his childhood. You should see every smile, every hug, every discipline situation, every teachable moment, every encouraging word, and every spiritual conversation as an opportunity to invest in his future. The things you do with a 2 year old do not turn them into a Godly adult. Raising a child into a godly adult takes years and years of constant spiritual investments that build upon one another just like a 401-K. I urge you to see every moment with your child as an opportunity to make a Kingdom investment in his life. This means that you see that opportunity in the good moments and the bad!

By now you must be asking what a dead Swiss Psychologist has to do with all this. Whether you know it or not, Piaget’s (Pee-ah-jeh) work is the foundation for how we view the development of children today. His work has influenced the design of our school systems, curriculum, and virtually every arena involving children. Since Piaget noticed that children develop in stages, generally according to their age and physical development, this helps us to understand what our “investments” (Remember the 401-K principle) should look like at varying points in their lives. I hope that this chart below will help you with a basic understanding of these stages as well as get your mind churning about how you can impact your child spiritually based on their stage:

	Age
	Stage
	Spiritual Investments

	Birth-18 Months
	Sensorimotor—Learn through senses, reflexes and manipulating material
	· Play with Crosses

· Name stuffed animals with Bible names
· Christian music while sleeping

	18 Months-6 Years
	Preoperational—Form ideas based on their perceptions; Can only focus on one variable at a time; Over generalize based on limited experience
	· Act out stories from the Bible
· Work hard to build content, knowledge of the Bible

· Use paraphrase Bible Story books

· Ask questions about Bible Stories

	6 Years-12 Years
	Concrete Operational—Form ideas based on reasoning; Limit thinking to objects and familiar events
	· Look for opportunities to sharpen and mold important beliefs
· Engage them in church dramas

· Teach biblical character qualities

	12 Years and Older
	Formal Operational—Think conceptually and hypothetically
	· Ask them lots of questions to guide them to their own decisions
· Engage their minds in the deep truths of Scripture


